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THE BBC NEWSPAPER

GET INSPIRED BY CREATORS OF
THE LATEST BBC SHORT FILMS

Page 5 and Ariel online

◆IT WAS THE TRIVIA and the cost of a 
coffee that caught the critical eye of 

people lower down the pay scale, as some 
saw a gap opening up between executive 
and regular staff expenses claims Page 4

◆WORK WON’T finish until 2012, but 
phase two of the W1 development 

around Broadcasting House has been 
topped out in style, now that BH, its 
extension and Egton Wing are one Page 3

◆BEN BRADSHAW’S claims of top 
slicing ‘despair’ at the BBC are 

misguided, says John Simpson, but the 
long term risk to the BBC of sharing the 
licence fee is very real Page 10

Exec expenses 
round two

Milestone in 
the W1 story

Simpson sees 
threat to BBC

◆MANISH BHASIN, presenter of The Football 
League Show, samples mascot madness at 

White City during filming of tv trails for BBC One’s 
new Championship and League coverage. ‘We 
support your team’ was the campaign message 
to the 47 mascots. The show starts on August 8
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NEWS BITESNEED TO KNOW THE WEEK’S ESSENTIALS

OPEN GOLF...HOW WE SWUNG INTO ACTION ALONGSIDE TOM

We don’t know what you mean
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FILMING STARTED 

FOLLOWING THE 

 
CBBC HAS 

JEMMA RODGERS, 

RADIO CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

GARY LINEKER 

MARK THOMPSON 

FORMER SUNDERLAND 

By Peggy Walker

TOM WATSON’S bid to become the oldest 
golfer to win the Open at the age of 59 at-
tracted a peak audience of 5.4 million to BBC 
One on Sunday.
    His play-off at Turnberry against the eventu-
al champion Stewart Cink provided a dramatic 
climax to one of the highest profile and most 
technically and logistically complicated OBs 
that BBC sport produces each year.   
   Jon Mason, head of project management, SIS 
Live, the biggest OB provider in the UK, led a 
team of around 300 non-BBC technical staff 
who helped manoeuvre 150 OB units, cabins and 
trucks into position. ‘The Open is up there with 
the biggest events we do, says Mason.

The nomadic nature of the tournament means 
that the infrastructure has to be created from 
scratch each year. ‘It’s not like Wimbledon where 

everything is already there. Usually we start with 
nothing in place at all,’ he explains. ‘We have to 
level out areas, prepare the vehicles, arrange toi-
lets, drainage, and plumbing.’ 

This year was no different. To film the action 
from Turnberry, 40 scaffold towers had to be 
built to house some of the 55 cameras used on 
the 18-hole course. Six hoists were also used, 
of which the Galaxy hoist was the tallest at 72 
metres,  providing impressive views of the entire 
site and beyond. 

The cameras were a mix of fixed and mobile. 
Behind every green was a fixed microphone and 
camera on one of the scaffold towers. Six cable-
less radio cameras could go pretty much any-
where on the course and transmit over a radio 
link back to the BBC compound. 

A team of 30 volunteers from local golf clubs 
provided radio mic coverage of each fairway – 
useful to record the sound from players’ second 

shots. And for the first time this year play was 
also  filmed on a radio Supermotion camera. 
They run at 1000 frames per second. Mason ex-
plains: ‘It meant we could slow the pictures right 
down but still have clear detail – great for things 
like analysing a player’s swing.’ 

This year also saw two interactive feeds made 
available on the red button and online. Fans of 
holes 8,9,10 and 18 were able to immerse them-
selves in continuous coverage of these, with 
added commentary. 
 Around 60 people produced the television out-
put, Radio 5 Live had 35 people there, and Radio 
Scotland sent 21 to provide 30 hours of coverage 
for news and sport. 
But there were no swish hotel rooms to go back 
to after long hours at the course. Rented houses 
and university halls were as glamorous as it got. 

    Meetings to discuss next year’s Open at St 
Andrews have already begun.
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Guest contributors this week

TOM  EVEREST, senior distribution 
manager, asks whether medium 
wave technology still has a place in 
digital Britain Page 6

ALEX SOUTH, a video journalist from 
Guernsey, enjoys an Olympic Games 
with a difference in Finland Page 15

◆ AS A FORMER JOURNALIST, Ben Bradshaw 
knows how to whip up a headline, and he certainly 
did that with his comments to the Financial Times last 
week. ‘[There] are plenty of people within the BBC 
that do not feel it is a well-led organisation,’ he said.

 Opposition by the corporation’s bosses to 
the so-called ‘top-slicing’ of the licence fee 
had created ‘almost a feeling of despair’ among 
staff, claimed the new secretary of state for 
culture, who before entering politics was a BBC 
correspondent.

He went on to say that negative reaction from 
Mark Thompson and Michael Lyons to the gov-
ernment’s proposals, under which licence fee 
revenue would be shared with other broadcast-
ers, was ‘ultimately self-defeating’.

His comments were swiftly rejected by Mark 
Thompson and Michael Lyons.

‘Are there lots of different views [within the 
BBC]? Yes. Is there a seething discontent? I see 
no evidence,’ Lyons said when called before the 
culture select committee to answer questions 
following publication of the annual report. 

Thompson told the same meeting that he had 
received ‘emails, comments and messages of 
support’ from all levels of the BBC. 

The worrying question for the corporation is 
whether Bradshaw, who has just started a con-
sultation exercise on top slicing, has already 
made up his mind. 
John Simpson on Bradshaw and top slicing, P10

◆ MORE THAN 30 MPs of all parties have now signed a 
Commons motion opposing top slicing. Introduced by 
Labour’s John McDonnell, the EDM (early day motion) 
argues that the BBC’s role as standard setter, signifi-
cant employer and trainer – as well as the provider 
of an ‘unrivalled range of high quality public service 
broadcasting’ – merits its ‘exclusive use of licence 
fee funding’.

All good stuff. The fact is, though, that very 
few EDMs are ever debated. Instead, they are 
used to publicise the views of individual MPs, to 
draw attention to specific events or campaigns, 
and  to demonstrate the extent of parliamentary 
support for a particular cause or point of view.

Further backing for the BBC came from 
consumer group the Voice of the Listener and 
Viewer, whose chairman Richard Lindley, anoth-
er former BBC man (he was on Panorama), said 
that while his organisation was campaigning for 
plurality in broadcasting, the strength and inde-
pendence of the BBC was even more important.

‘Top slicing would weaken the BBC’s ability to 
make good programmes with no guarantee that 

they would be made by anyone else. This would 
do licence fee payers – listeners and viewers – a 
grave disservice.’

◆ THE HEADLINES SHRIEKED ABOUT FAT CATS 
and the text was barely more restrained as press 
reaction to last week’s annual report concen-
trated on ‘pay rises’ for Mark Thompson and 
Michael Lyons – a ‘whopping’ £50,00 in his case. 
While Ariel is as exercised about large salaries 
as anyone else, it is only fair to point out that the 
press coverage told only part of the story.

Michael Lyons was paid £128k in 2008 for 
11 months and he was paid £143k for a full year 
as chairman of the BBC Trust. The extra month 
and a 2 percent increase in common with the 
rest of the BBC makes up the difference. He also 
worked more days than the three to four he is 
contracted to spend on BBC business. 

His taxable benefits went from £35k to £70k 
largely because of his travel costs to London 
from his home in Birmingham and for accom-
modation. These are classed as taxable benefits. 

Mark Thompson’s base pay went up from 
£647k in 2008 to 664k this year, a rise 2.6 per-
cent. This is explained by the fact that the fi-
nancial year runs from April to March and the 
remuneration year from August to July. Thomp-
son’s pay in the annual report is made up of four 
months at the 2007-08 rate of 4 percent and 
eight months at 2 percent rate in 2008-09. From 
this August, no one earning above £60k will 
receive a pay rise.

PLEASE RECYCLE YOUR COPY OF ARIEL
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Final piece in construction jigsaw links the original BH, the BH Extension and Egton Wing

by Sally Hillier

W1 project high point as 
Phase 2 is topped out

Concrete development:
W1 project director  
Keith Beal gets stuck in

by Sue Llewellyn NO  
Suzanne 
Hughes, 
production 
manager
My husband 
works in the 
City, and there 
just aren’t 

similar jobs for him up in Salford.  We con-
sidered ways to make it work but it’s just 
not feasible, particularly now I have a baby, 
Jess. It has been a very difficult decision 
and we feel caught between the devil and 
the deep blue sea. I’m completely devas-
tated because I love my job and am very 
committed to it. I really want to stay at the 
Beeb – ideally within sport. Now I’ll have to 
consider all options.

Salford decision brings out the emotions in sport
YES
Matthew
Griffiths,
producer 
My wife Sheona 
also works for 
sport, so it really 
has been a family 
decision. We have 
a little boy, Finlay, who’ll be two in Septem-
ber so the timing is just right. I’ve lived and 
worked in London all my live so the move to 
Salford is the chance to try something differ-
ent. And it will be exciting to be part of some-
thing new. There are still a few question marks 
over our move but we’d rather be part of try-
ing to make it work than sit back and watch 
it fail or succeed without us. Fingers crossed 
it’ll be good for us and the department. 

The view from  
the top of The Post 
Office Tower
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Why claim back 93p coffees 
when meeting a colleague?

22 picked for
mentoring

Stephenson 
takes on Six 
and Ten

by Cathy Loughran
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It’s one expenses rule for top earners and another for us, staff complain

PETTY CASH
£1.20: Helen Boaden, direc-
tor of news, for bus fare 
‘escaping terrorist attack 
at Glasgow airport’
£59.95: Jay Hunt, BBC One 
controller, for biscuit jar as 
wedding present
£26.97: Danny Cohen, BBC 
Three controller, on a box set 
of Skins, which he commis-
sioned at Channel 4
£10: Bob Shennan, Radio 2 controller, 
who got into the wrong minicab and had 
to pay cash

WHAT NEXT 
ON EXPENSES 

Among the more intrigu-
ing claims was one by Radio 
4 controller Mark Damazer 
in September 2006 for 
£1175.80 to pay for pensions 
advice.

Seized on by headline 
writers, it had Conservative 
MP Philip Davies demanding 

the money be refunded.
The payment – a one-

off allowance of £1000 
plus VAT – went to 15 senior 
managers whose pensions 
totalled more than £1.5m, 
after government chang-
es to regulation affecting 
that category of pension. 

Stephen Dando, former  
director of BBC people, was 
the only executive board 
member among the 15, the 
BBC said.

‘The BBC offers all  
employees advice on pen-
sions, including helplines 
and surgeries, but on this 

occasion, because of the 
significance of the change 
in the pension law, which 
affected those on higher 
salaries, a one-off con-
tribution to the cost of 
advice was offered,’ a 
spokesman added.

‘These were benefits in 
kind and the BBC declares 
all benefits in kind directly 
to the Inland Revenue.’

The salaries and expenses of the BBC’s top 
50 earners and top 50 decision makers 
will be published on the BBC website in the 
autumn – expenses retrospectively over 
three years, in line with those published last 
week.
From then on, expenses of the executive 
board and the top 100 below that level will 
be published quarterly in what Caroline 
Thomson calls ‘a step-change in the infor-
mation we disclose to the public’.

PENSIONS £1000 FOR EXPERT ADVICE

At a local radio 
meeting we made 
do with orange juice
KEVIN STANLEY

BIG SPENDERS
£3500: Roger Wright on taxis   
between 2006-9
£4589: Michael Carrington on 
business travel to New York
£827: Bal Samra on dinner 
with former culture secretary 
Tessa Jowell and Jon Zeff of 
the DCMS
£5500: Radio 1 controller Andy Parfitt on 
events to communicate strategy to  
presenters and djs
£3213: Jane Tranter, in her former role  
as controller of fiction, for an ‘agents’ 
event

The BBC is in the 
vanguard of public 
disclosure 
CAROLINE THOMSON
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‘A crew of 25 
was quite a 
challenge’ 
STEPHEN FINGLETON

 

Adam Bambury 
met some 
budding BBC 
filmmakers 
who know 
exactly what 
they’ll do if they 
ever give up the 
day job

SHOOT YOUR DREAM

Big ideas: Jessica 
Dickenson and 
Stephen Fingleton 
seek inspiration 
from master of 
suspense Alfred 
Hitchcock at London’s 
Gainsborough Studios

…BUT PLEASE DON’T SHOOT THE WRITER
 by Andrew Wong
 
A FORTNIGHT AGO,

Torchwood’s Ianto, Captain Jack and Gwen



by Tom Everest
 
MEDIUM-WAVE ISN’T

Tom Everest is senior 
distribution manager
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Broadcasters hunt 
for happy medium 
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Live, experimental science 
promo could have been 
too hot to handle

Does MW technology 
still have a place in  
digital Britain?  

by Sue Llewellyn
 
LIVE TV IS ALWAYS RISKY 

Bang Goes The Theory, 
BBC One, July 27 
bbc.co.uk/bang

A live test is 
a great way 
of showing 
how imprecise 
science can be  

Trail blazers 
bang the drum 

Fired up: Presenters Liz Bonnin, Yan Wong, Jem Stansfield and Dallas Campbell rehearse for the live test
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Northern 
Ireland 
journalist 
follows 
the trail

by Cathy Loughran

A CHANCE FIND in a remote river in County 
Down put journalist Julie McCullough on the 
trail of a mystery story that will be explored 
in five special reports next week on Northern 
Ireland’s BBC Newsline programme.

McCullough stumbled on the tale of Robert 
Kelly Pollin (above) after her husband Robin 
discovered a submerged gravestone in a 
stream near the couple’s home in the moun-

tains of Mourne, miles from any graveyard.
The carved headstone gave basic family 

details of the 20 year old second lieutenant 
in the Royal Irish Rifles, who died on a Bel-
gian battlefield in 1917. The reporter’s own 
enquiries traced Pollin’s family, although no 
living relative who remembered him.  From 
local records offices, McCullough and Belfast 
newsroom colleague Eimear Flanagan headed 
to the War Graves Commission and the Menin 
Gate memorial in Ypres, shooting material for 

the nightly news programme and its web-
site. The young soldier’s name was listed, but 
nobody had been found. Among discover-
ies was a will that Pollin, a trainee solicitor, 
had written on the battlefield, days before he 
died and which was unknown to his surviv-
ing relatives. McCullough also turned up evi-
dence about the spot where the young officer 
probably died, on the first day of the Battle of 
Passchendaele.

‘Robert’s story was probably no more spe-

cial than any of his contemporaries, but it’s a 
story of a generation,’ she says. ‘Half a million 
died in that campaign to gain an advance of 
five miles that was later lost. What is almost as 
interesting as his story is just how much you 
can find out from records, and that journey is 
followed in our special reports and online.’

The mystery of how the headstone came 
to be in the river remains just that, although 
its final resting place may now be in a Belgian 
war museum. bbc.co.uk/northernireland/

Where 
there’s 
a will

Grave thoughts:
Julie McCullough 
in Annalong, in  
the Mourne moun-
tains, where the 
headstone was 
found

Don’t assume you know our views

by Laura Scarrott
 

THE MONEY MEN
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Lot of bottle: Jess, who appears in BBC Three’s look at binge-drinking

A BBC Three research project 
has turned up some surprise 
findings about young people
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BBC  IN ACTION

While the BBC air is thick with twitters and tweets 
we’ve noticed that more and more people have 
been finding 
an outlet for 
their technical 
questions and 
pithy remarks

  

IF YOU HAVE A SUGGESTION FOR WHO OR WHAT SHOULD BE IN WEEK@WORK PLEASE EMAIL CLARE BOLT

week@work blogbites 

Monday 
Monday’s Quote of the Day 
If there is electricity in every village, then 
people will watch tv till late at night. They 
won’t get a chance to produce children. When 
there is no electricity there is nothing else to 
do but produce babies.
Ghulam Nabi Azad, India’s health and family 
welfare minister. 
bbc.co.uk/blogs/magazinemonitor

Tuesday 
Is culture too London-centric? 
A UK-wide search for City of Culture has been 
launched by culture secretary Ben Bradshaw. 
He says we have been London-centric for too 
long in our cultural life. I am not sure who the 
‘we’ he is referring to is. It can’t be the towns 
and cities outside the capital with flourishing 
cultural landscapes. The comment could 
only come from someone speaking from a 
London-centric perspective.  
Razia Iqbal, arts correspondent 
bbc.co.uk/blogs/thereporters/raziaiqbal/ 

Wednesday 
Should Sundays be sacred? 
Do you think working on Sunday has 
destroyed our way of life? Caledonian 
MacBrayne has confirmed it intends to 

introduce Sunday ferry services from 
the mainland to Stornoway on 

Lewis from this weekend.  
The leader of Western Isles 

Council, Angus Campbell, 
was on Morning Extra 
today defending the 
sanctity of Sundays…it’s 

not just about religion: 
it’s just as much about 

preserving a way of life that a 
majority of the islanders support.  

Graham Stewart, presenter, Radio Scotland 
bbc.co.uk/blogs/grahamstewart

Thursday 
Harry Potter at the Empire 
The audience was applauding even as the 
Warner Bros. logo appeared on the screen. 
Now that’s not something you hear a lot of 
in Inverness, but then this was the Empire 
cinema in Leicester Square. But applauding a 
movie has always struck me as odd. I mean, 
it’s not like the actors can hear it. As for the 
actual movie, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince – well, it was fun…full of gags about 
teenage romance, snogging and that kind of 
stuff. Oh and a main character dies at the end, 
of course. Cue applause.
Jeff Zycinski, head of radio, Scotland  
bbc.co.uk/blogs/jeffzycinski/

Friday 
Is golf the only sport where players 
don’t cheat 
Think of the Olympics – events where 
spectators are not surprised if competitors 
are caught taking performance enhancing 
drugs. Sandy Lyle has caused a furore by 
accusing Colin Montgomery of cheating four 
years ago. The R & A say they’ve introduced 
drugs tests at this year’s Open, but do you 
expect golfers to be caught doping?
Harriet Oliver, 5 Live journalist 
bbc.co.uk/blogs/fivelivebreakfast/ 
 

What we found 
trawling the 
blogosphere

From the ‘provocative and visceral’ work of performance artist Marina Abramovic (four hours long and you can’t leave) to Elbow’s sell out performance with The Hallé Symphony Orchestra, the BBC captured the best of the Manchester International Festival – 18 days of world premieres, exhibitions and music.The Culture Show team filmed a rare tv in-

terview with Ralf Hütter, founder member of  reclusive German electronic pioneers Kraft-werk, whose set was rumoured be a favour-ite of Peter Salmon. Not to be outdone, Radio Manchester sent its reporters to review the exhibitions and broadcast a live nightly show from the Festival Pavilion in Albert Square, presented by the station’s Sam Walker. There 

was also a chance for a group of 18 year-olds to gain reporting skills, with help from BBC  radio, tv and online experts – all thanks to Liza Booth, who manages education partnerships for BBC North.
    Steve Rawling, regional coordinator for BBC Manchester, helped the students produce 90 minutes of online video and 50 hours of live 

broadcasting ...including a film of the opening procession.
Catch the Culture Show’s third feature  on the festival on July 22, BBC Two
bbc.co.uk/manchester

KATY YOUNG, 
PRODUCER 
RADIO 
CORNWALL

◆ I am a PADI 
(Professional 
Association 
of Diving 
Instructors) 
scuba diving 
instructor 
in my spare 
time. I work 

for Truro College Diving School running 
PADI open water, advance open water, 
rescue diver and divemaster courses. The 
school also runs discover scuba diving, 
which is a taster diving session. 

Courses run all summer and I prom-
ise the water is not that cold. There’s also 
plenty to see including fish, seals, rays 
and even basking sharks. Initial training is 
completed in a swimming pool to build up 
your confidence.

The Open Water course takes four days 
and costs £260. The advanced open wa-
ter course takes two days and costs £180. 
Prices include tuition fees, study mate-
rial and equipment hire. You can also stay 
on site at Tregye, a beautiful 19th century 
manor house. trurocollege.ac.uk/diving/

SHAMELESS PLUG CHANGING 
PLACES

◆ Model/author Sophie Dahl 
(pictured) will present A NEW 
COOKERY SHOW on BBC Two. 
Made by Fresh One Productions 
the 6x30 minute series will 
tx on the channel next year. 
It was commissioned by Jo 
Ball, commissioning editor for 
factual features, and will be 
exec produced by Lisa Edwards 
and Alison Kirkham.

◆ Controller of daytime Liam 
Keelan has commissioned a 
5x45 minute series called RIP-
OFF BRITAIN for BBC One. The 
series, to be stripped across 
one week, will investigate 
immoral high street practices 
and hidden costs. Made by 
the current affairs unit 
in Manchester, it will 
be exec produced by 
Carla-Maria Lawson 
and Sinead Rocks.

◆ The CBBC production team 
will turn Richmal Crompton’s 
book about a mischievous 11 
year-old boy into a series for 
BBC One. JUST WILLIAM is 
expected to 
tx on the 
channel next 
year and 
will be exec 
produced 
by Steven 

Andrews. It was commissioned 
by controller of CBBC Anne 
Gilchrist.

◆ Head of BBC Switch Geoff 
Goodwin has commissioned 
an INTERACTIVE DRAMA 
for BBC Two. Planned to tx in 
the autumn, online tasks will 
complement the tv drama 
which revolves around a 
derelict building containing a 
well. Made by Conker Media, 

it will be exec produced by 
Goodwin. 

COMING UP

OUR TOP FIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE TO STAFF AT WESTFIELD, LONDON.  
ONLY VALID UPON PRESENTATION OF ID.

STAFF DISCOUNTS AT WESTFIELD

If you’re using a BBC networked 
computer and are working from 
someone else’s login you can 
still access your own Outlook 
account:

Open a web browser, type owa 
(Outlook Web Access) in the  
address bar and press return. 
Then enter your login details in 
the screen that appears to open 
your Outlook account.

THE IT CROWD
Research conducted by audiences shows that 
only half of the UK’s 2.6million TWITTER users log 
on again after registering. 
Men, who account for 56 percent of users, 
and young people are more likely to continue 
using Twitter with almost half using it to follow 
a celebrity. The average number of ‘followers’ is 
126, but Jonathan Ross exceeds this with  
350,000.  
87 percent of users are likely to post their own 
statuses, while 96 percent read other people’s 
updates. 
Despite having over 1million regular users 
only 10 percent create 90 percent of the 
overall content. 

FACT OF LIFE

THE BBC WANTS TO BE GREENER. ITS 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMPIONS SUGGEST 
HOW IT MIGHT BECOME MORE ECO-FRIENDLY

INVEST IN A BOLT-ON FOR SAP to allow us to 
calculate our carbon consumption alongside 
our finances and link this to published 
performance targets. For example the Radio 
Times listing for  could say: ‘This 
programme used x tonnes of carbon to make.’ 
MARTIN TWEDDLE,  
PRODUCTION ACCOUNTANT

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT could encourage 
staff to take part in an ‘on/off switch 
awareness’ course. This would introduce those 
unfamiliar to the functions of this feature, 
which is found on many electrical items. More 
effort could be put into making the hot water 
in basins throughout TVC just that – ‘hot’ 
rather than ‘very hot’. This would save over-
heating water – and money as we wouldn’t 
have to buy stupid stickers warning people 
that the water is very hot.
TIM MATTHEWS, MULTIMEDIA PRODUCER

IN THESE DAYS of paperless billing, I think a 
great environmental and fiscal saving would 
be to allow staff to opt to take paperless 
payslips. I would not make it compulsory, but 
put heavy significance on the environmental 
benefits. Your pay information is already 
available online and can be individually printed 
if required.  
DAVID H JONES, RADIO OPERATIONS 
COORDINATOR

AT THE NEW BBC CAMBRIDGE building, 
Pembroke House, we have inherited a water 
harvesting system. This reduces the call on 
mains water by collecting rainwater from the 
flat roof, storing it and re-using it to flush the 
lavatories.
MARK UNSWORTH, OPERATIONS MANAGER

CATERING SHOULD ADVERTISE a discount on 
hot drinks if the customer provides a cup. This 
would give people an incentive to use reusable 
cups rather than the thousands of polystyrene 
cups that get thrown out in the BBC every year.  
STEVE PEARCE, RESOURCE AND 
DEVELOPMENT ORGANISER

STAFF COULD MAKE their own stationery 
boxes and keep them in a central place in the 
office where all unused files, pens, post-it 
notes and so on could be left for people to 
reuse. The quality of ‘second hand’ stationery 
is usually high and we should encourage a 
culture of re-using things rather than being 
quick to re-order. This would also cut down on 
transport emissions from deliveries.
KATHERINE EVERITT, ENVIRONMENT AND 
ETHICAL EXECUTIVE

AXE  UNDER-DESK BINS and get recycling 
points set up so people split their waste then 
and there. Have only metal knives and forks in 
our canteens and cafes, and do away with the 
plastic stuff.
KATHY CLATON, MANAGEMENT ASSISTANT

DRINKING TAPS should be used instead of 
water coolers and rechargeable batteries 
given to people going on trips
BETH JINKINSON, BJ

SEE WHAT IDEAS WERE SUGGESTED AT THE 
FIRST BBC ENVIRONMENT DAY LAST WEEK. 
VISIT EXPLORE.GATEWAY.BBC.CO.UK/
ENVIRONMENT/. 

YAMMER IS THAT PLACE

■

ya m m e r.c o m /g ro u p s/ove r-
nighteditors IAIN DAY (pictured), project 

manager in BBC people, begins 
a six month attachment with 
the BBC North project team... 
Presenter STEVE LE FEVRE 
becomes Radio Bristol’s 
new breakfast presenter. He 
replaces RICHARD WYATT who 
is leaving to begin a PhD... Radio 
Lancashire bj SEAN MCGINTY 
becomes the station’s new 
social network producer... WILL 
MALLEY joins the daytime team 
in Manchester as part of North 
West Vision & Media Northern 
Lights scheme.

Model choice: 
Sophie Dahl to 
present cookery 
show

YOUSAY 

Street life: John Ryan, managing editor of Radio Manchester; Kirsty Styles, student; Steve Rawling, co-ordinator; Oonagh Jacquest, web/mobile producer; Adam McClean, student; at Manchester’s International Festival

1 YO! Sushi: 20 percent off
2 Vodafone: 20 percent off monthly 
line rental on contracts over £40
3 Optical Express: 15 percent off
4House of Fraser: 10 percent off  
most merchandise
5The Little Gym Kensington: 
free trial class 

For a complete list of 
Westfield discounts 
visit Ariel online
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How to control the BBC?
Cut back on its income

> IF YOU HAVE A VIEW ABOUT THE TOPICS ON THIS PAGE, PLEASE EMAIL ariel mailbox

LAST WEEK 

AND IT IS PAINFUL 

DOES THIS REALLY MATTER?

CUTTING THE LICENCE FEE 

BEN BRADSHAW

John Simpson is the BBC’s 
world affairs editor

aview

ANOTHER WEEK, ANOTHER PR UPSET for the 
BBC, with the latest round of details about expenses. 
The revelations were – pun intended – a gift to the 
headline writers, who, in a temporary diversion 
from tales about the recession, gleefully highlighted 
presents of port and pate, champagne, chocolate, 
flowers, and cupcakes (£43 for a small box!). 

Much was made of the £1579.63 spent by crea-
tive director Alan Yentob on an ‘executive Christmas 
dinner’ although, as even some of the sharpest crit-
ics acknowledged, it was for 27 people.

Yentob’s festive bill was among pages of figures 
released on Friday, since when staff have been 
pondering how busy execs with some of the most 
demanding jobs in the industry find the time to ‘do’ 
their expenses and why, given their huge salaries, 
do they bother to claim for trivial purchases – a 99p 
bottle of water for example.

There is also dismay that while the bosses  
appear to be smoothlessly reimbursed for all man-
ner of costs attributable to their work, people fur-
ther down the line often find their own claims for 
basic items – sandwiches for the crew on a delayed 
shoot, for example – rejected (see story Page 4).

Chief operating officer Caroline Thomson is right 
to point that leaders ‘will inevitably incur expenses 
as part of carrying out their role’ and that, compared 
to the heavily redacted MPs’ expenses, the BBC’s list 
is a beacon of transparency.

Even so, this is yet another negative story at a 
time when the BBC needs all the positive press it 
can get. And the story won’t go away, because the 
pay and expenses of its top managers are to be 
published as a matter of routine. Surely this will curb 
some of the spending. Fancy cookie jars and cash-
mere socks? Don’t take the biscuit.

Sally Hillier is deputy editor of Ariel

Other side of the story
It feels like open season on BBC drama, with the 
BBC Trust calling for more ambition and origi-
nality and then Cathy Come Home and This Life 
producer Tony Garnett’s broadside about  
top heavy executive control of drama commis-
sioning.

Garnett’s complaints about layers of super-
vision holding up projects for years, were not 
new. They were a re-run of woes expressed 
two years ago at a Broadcast drama confer-
ence in London when indies queued up to com-
plain that too many script meetings and too 
much hand holding in development were drain-
ing them financially, let alone creatively. Ben 
Stephenson, controller of drama commission-
ing, has recognised some of these problems 
and is simplifying processes.

The trust’s criticism in the annual report 
however seems harder to stand up when we’ve 
just had a run of cracking network dramas like 
Occupation, Freefall, Five Minutes of Heaven and 
Jimmy McGovern’s third series of The Street 
kicking off strongly. Originality and ambi-
tion in spades. Let’s see what the 20 hours of 
original authored dramas Stephenson has just 
ordered deliver.

Cathy Loughran is deputy editor of Ariel

Execs who can’t 
stop giving

SALLY
HILLIER

‘I’m not 
saying ours 
is a happy 
organisation, 
at present,
it isn’t’

Ben Bradshaw’s view on ‘despair’ inside  
the BBC is way off beam, says John Simpson, 
who fears that top-slicing could curtail the 
organisation in a way that political pressure 
has failed to do in the past 
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Chris Baxter, presenter, Radio Leicester

Are the Sonys a contest we can afford to lose?

This is the page that everybody reads. Please email claire.barrett@bbc.co.uk  
You can also contribute to the mail page directly from the Ariel Online home page

Pay execs a bit more  

Jamie Searle
Radio York

Clip some wings

Chris Ancil
WS radio newsroom

Our man on the spot 

July, 1991
In reference to the proposed rolling news service for radio, 
am I alone, and will I be castigated by my colleagues, if I 
venture to suggest that there is already far too much news?
I concede that the Gulf news reports had some public sup-
port, where there was at least something to say, but even 
then it seemed to me that most of the time was taken up 
with much-repeated items and interminable speculation.
I think most of the radio and television news media risk 
having a shrinking audience. People will switch off, because 
the impression they will get is of a service desperate to fill 
the airtime, and where the important items are being  
increasingly diluted by speculation and repetition.
I fear a BBC 24-hour news service will hasten this decline.  
I also fear that the required resources will only eat into the  
already stretched BBC funds when they might be better 
spent providing the public with something more entertaining. 

F RO M THE VAULT

John Halford 
picture editor, Norwich
 

Our hands are tied

Jason Phelps
BBC Carmarthen

Easy ride

Ian Pearce religious producer/presenter, 
BBC Three Counties Radio

Dead ringers

Chris Marshall
studio manager, Asia and the Pacific

Zoom into action

mail

OBITUARY
JAMES KLASS

Phil Haworth
White City

Losing my patience

Bronagh Taylor
pa to head of drama, NI

Kate Smith, customer service direc-
tor, BBC Workplace replies:
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WHEN I SAW THE ADVERT I WAS INTRIGUED: 

Been anywhere nice? Send your attach-
ment stories to Clare Bolt

Austen’s
world 
Nic Rigby, a bj with 
BBC Norwich, indulges 
his passion for drama

See Attachment

The big 
kiss 
scene 
looked 
superb
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You're an engineer but enjoy a 
very girly pursuit in your spare 
time...

You’ve competed at the World 
Cheerleading Championships 
in Florida...

What’s it like working in a  
predominantly male area at  
the BBC?

Why do you think there are so 
few women in engineering? 

When did you decide this was 
what you wanted to do?

What does the technology 
trainee scheme involve?

Where are you working at the 
moment?

What’s SCAR?

What’s the most exciting project 
you’ve worked on so far?

What will happen then?

How have you found shift 
work?

What BBC programme would 
you most like to work on?

  Interview: Laura Scarrott

THE COMMON RESPONSE from most peo-
ple when the island games is mentioned is 
‘The what games?’ Unless, that is, you are 
from one of the 25 countries that partici-
pates in the biennial event. It’s basically a 
mini Olympics for people from small 
islands ranging from Bermuda to Guern-
sey. This year it was held in the Swedish 
speaking Finnish island (complicated I 
know) of Aland, which wasn’t the easiest 
place to get to from the Channel Islands.

After a 16 hour trip, we arrived in the 
capital Mariehamn, which makes up just 
one of more than 1000 small islands in the 
middle of the Baltic.

According to the websites we checked 
before departure, the temperature would 
be around 9 degrees, so imagine our 
shock when it was more like 30 as Scandi-
navia enjoyed a heatwave. The six jump-

ers I’d packed 
remained in the 
suitcase lonely 
and unworn and 
a new pair of 
shorts had to be 
bought. This is 
where I found 
out that Aland  
is the most  
expensive part 
of Finland and 
that it would 

cost around 50 euros to get my legs out.
The other big shock, apart from my wal-

let being a lot lighter, was that our car hire 
booking was suddenly cancelled a couple 
of days before the games started. 

Despite a population of just 27,000, 
Aland isn’t a small place. Along with six col-
leagues from BBC Channel Islands, I won-
dered how I was going to cover a week’s 
worth of sporting events for radio, tv and 
online. A quick call to the one and only car 
hire company on the island, to ask if we 
could have three cars for island games 
week, was met with laughter. 

So it was on the buses for us. We were 
the laughing stock of other media but  
actually the bus network was good; that, 
and a few lifts from some of our colleagues 
at ITV (a sign of things to come perhaps), 
enabled us to get around to every sport.

Fourteen hour days are par for the 
course at an island games but they are the 
most enjoyable of weeks for the team from 
the BBC Channel Islands as there is nothing 
that even comes close to it locally. 

Aland itself was gorgeous, and its 
inhabitants can be extremely proud of 
putting on one of the most organised 
games in recent times. 

Good job they did, otherwise our cov-
erage, without the use of any cars, would 
have been very, very different.

foreign
ENGINEER 
TVC LONDON

BETH NISSEN

CV BETH NISSEN
Education: BSc (hons) film and video technol-

ogy at Southampton Solent University
First Job: Part time lifeguard at my local leisure centre

Career Landmarks: Staying awake for the  

duration of my first ever nightshift
Family: Lives with boyfriend Paul, a fellow BBC engineer

She works in a 
male dominated 
area but loves  
nothing more 
than cheerleading 
in her spare time

report

ALEX
SOUTH

VJ, BBC GUERNSEY,
ENJOYS THE ‘MINI OLYMPICS’

> CONTACT PEGGY WALKER TO SUGGEST A COLLEAGUE FOR THIS FEATURE

PHO
TO

G
RAPH: M

ARK BASSETT

Going by 
bus, we were 
the laughing 
stock of 
other media
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THE ARIELAT0R
A weekly take on life at the BBC:
who’s up, who’s down, who’s off

UPSIDE 
Radio York  
presenter 
Jonathan Cowap 
goes straight to 
the top of the  
arielator this 
week for broad-
casting live from 
the heights of 
Anthony Gorm-

ley’s Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square. 
The 100 day living sculpture gives mem-
bers of the public one hour on the plinth 
to do whatever they want. Despite a pro-
fessed fear of heights, Jonathan chose 
to present from the plinth during his 
allocated slot between 6-7am last Tues-
day. All in a day’s work for our intrepid 
bj, who was back in north Yorkshire  
presenting from the studio by midday. 

DOWNSIDE
Summer time, and the living is…  
Actually quite difficult, at least for pre-
senter Steve Carver who, in his quest for 
the perfect summer job, found himself 
shepherding OAPs around Devon for 
last week’s Radio 4 programme Touring 

Round Torquay. 
For someone 
who regularly 
leads expedi-
tions around 
Nepal, you’d 
have thought 
the OAPs would 
have been a 
doddle. Not so. 
Within minutes, 

Steve had to deal with mislaid luggage, 
incorrect seat allocations, difficult  
German coach drivers and losing his 
own tour group. Despite a diarrhoea 
outbreak on the coach, the presenter  
remains upbeat. ‘We had a laugh and 
they were so kind to forgive my fum-
blings over the microphone. Next time 
I see a coach roar past on the M4 full of 
elderly people, I’ll want to get on it.’ Five 
words: Rather you than us, Steve. 

RUMOURS OF rivalry between 5 Live Break-
fast and Today seemed to be dealt a blow 
when the Radio 4 team stepped in to lend 
Nicky Campbell their communal read-
ing glasses after the presenter realised 
he had left his pair at home, putting the 
5 Live show in jeopardy. But the gift had 
a sting in its tail: ‘I look like Charles Haw-
trey in Carry on Abroad after a night on 
the tiles,’ lamented Campbell on air as he 
donned the one-armed plastic specs. 

THE RADIO 4 beehive has been flourish-
ing this summer. Farming Today producer 
Fran Barnes and team took their first crop 
of BBC honey from their very own hive 
to The Royal Show in Warwickshire last 
week. They entered honeycomb, some 
light honey, and presenter Charlotte 
Smith’s honey cake in different catego-

ries in the honey competition. Sadly all 
they came away with were sticky fingers 
and a bitter taste in their mouths. ‘Our 
honey was oil seed rape honey, which 
didn’t have the floral mix the judges were 
looking for. It’s the Blue Nun of the honey 
world,’ Barnes sighs.

OTHER ATTENDEES at the agriculturally-
focused Royal Show could be forgiven for 
thinking they were seeing the shocking 
result of GM crop experimentation gone 
wrong when radio presenter Mark Powlett 
turned up with a retinue of smiling clones. 
In fact his mini-me posse was actually a 
bunch of school children in masks donated 
by a local business that had taken part in 
a feature on Mark’s afternoon show for 
BBC Coventry and Warwickshire. At least, 
that’s what he told the irate farmers…

EARWIGGING 
OVERHEARD AT THE BBC
…Conjure me up a little tart...
…Not used to seeing you 
with your trousers on…
…You never stop being 
a mother, Tim, as one 
day you’ll find out…
…We need a brothel manager next week. 
Can you do it?...
…I suspect walking on the moon is very 
overrated… 
…I’m NOT going down on my knees and 
getting dirty today…

WIN TICKETS TO 
SUDDEN LOSS OF 
DIGNITY.COM

EVER PESTERED AN EX with drink-
and-dial, or run out of toilet paper at 
the worst possible moment? Help is at 
hand: the team of playwrights turned 
therapists at the Bush Theatre in W12 
have created suddenlossofdignity.
com, a show inspired by embarrassing 
true stories submitted via the titular 
website. Its cathartic entertainments 
should have you laughing, crying, then 
holding your head high once more.   
To enter to win one of five pairs of tick-
ets for the August 1 performance at 
7.30pm, answer this question: What is 
the name of the pub that the Bush  
Theatre was established above? Email 
ariel competitions by July 27.
BBC staff are also eligible for discounted 
£9 tickets: call 020 8743 5050 quoting 
‘BBC Offer’. T&Cs apply.

IN A RARE BOUT of culture at green room 
we present the winner of the Ariel poetry 
competition, set a few weeks back. Robert 
Seatter, head of history and published poet, 
was the judge. He chose Peter Jones’s epic 
entry, although honourable mentions also 
go to Richard Wright, Wanda Keenan and 
Neil Ryan. All four will receive a copy of the 
Nation’s Favourite Poem anthology, and the 
kind of literary kudos that money simply 
can’t buy.

To hear Peter read his winning entry and see 
the runner-up poems, visit Ariel Online

WE HEAR THAT. . .

Nicky Campbell and Charles Hawtrey: 
should have gone to Specsavers

green room

Just me, myself and I: Mark Powlett and 
friends. Mark’s the one at the back

PETER AND THE WHALE

land of spike


